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January 2015 

WORLD ON A STRING –  Diana Friedberg

As the past President of the Los Angeles Bead Society, 

Diana was in her element speaking to BSNC on October 

21, 2014, about her book, "World on a String ~ a 

Companion for Bead Lovers".  Resplendent in full color, 

the 440 pages of her photos reflected a lifetime of  

knowledge and love.  With the help of Joel Lipton, there 

was a representation of beads of all sorts, from their 

history through to the present day.  

Many of us were fortunate in obtaining a copy of her 

wonderful book!  When the slides shown were 

discussed, Diana admitted to owning most of the 

featured pieces, to the delight of the audience, and 

even more so when she told us that she shot most of 

the pictures on the back patio of her home. The models 

loved wearing her pieces, through the 30+ set-ups 

during every day of the shooting.  

As early as 1991, she realized a passion for gold chain, 

pearls, and strands of amber.  She wandered into a local 

bead store, purchased a book, received some basic 

instruction into how to interpret the patterns, and 

became "a kid in a candy store"…we all know how that 

feels!  However, as with many of us, her first endeavors 

were "good only for garage sales at a low price".  She 

did sell everything, however,  and was back to the bead 

store for more instruction.  Her own style evolved, and 

the obsession took over!   

She bravely approached A & E to create a movie for 

their Historical Films division.  They told her that they 

were not interested, so she did it all on her own ~ with a 

little help from her friends….which in her bead world, 

are numerous and accomplished. After 2000, the 

advances in digital cameras made her job much easier.  

She approached the L.A. Bead Society and Toho, and 

raised enough money to make the initial 18-minute 

video.  She promoted the beadwork from around the 

world which has evolved into five two-hour episodes of 

a series of documentary videos.  There were also 

several exhibits at the Bead Museum in Washington 

D.C. that were based on the DVDs incorporating 

elements from the shows.  

Diana mirrored her book chapter by chapter, describing 

what exactly beads are, and their histories over 

thousands of years.  Then, she went into various types 

of beadwork items and objects used throughout the 

world and through history.  Displaying the beadwork on 

beautiful models had much more impact than simply 

featuring them photographed flat on a table.   The most 

amazing part is how she had taken the various elements 

of bead history and put them together to be wearable 

adornment for the modern body.   

Diana’s presentation took us on a journey throughout 

the world, explaining the types of beads the indigenous 

people used, where they were found, and how they 

were used.  She also featured the beads of our local 

bead artist and BSNC member, Tom Boylan.  



 
 

2 

She emphasized that she wears a large necklace every 

day, so that everyone she meets knows that she is 

empowered by her interest in beads and beadwork and 

her vast collection. A member asked her how and where 

she stores all these pieces.  She explained that she 

inherited a tall antique silver chest lined with felt and 

had the design duplicated in which to store the 

necklaces and bracelets in her collection.  Of course, we 

had to ask about her bead collection.  We were 

surprised that her actual collection of individual beads is 

contained in two small cabinets.  Sometimes Diana will 

design a necklace with her collected elements and enlist 

the help of friends to implement her creations. She 

laughed and admitted that her home is not large, and is 

"just packed" with beadwork from all over the world. 

Over the years, she has photographed and collected 

many museum pieces, as well as buying items on streets 

all over the world during her travels.  She agreed that 

many of the pieces she has purchased were "ugly"; 

however, she uses them both for inspiration and for the 

beads in the piece.   

When asked why she created this wonderful book, she 

told us that she put it together for her daughter to 

catalog her collection.  Most of today's children would  

not understand the work of love that has gone into 

amassing her collection; and many museums do not 

have either the funds or the display room, to feature a  

 

collection such as hers.  In each category, she also wrote 

about the provenance of the piece for credibility.  

Diana is in the process of compiling a second book that, 

surprisingly, is not about beads; but her third book will 

be about amulets.  To learn more about this project, 

please contact her at: www.worldonastringproject.com  

and at dianafriedberg@sbcglobal.net.  

~Marilyn Peters

 

 

Calendar of Events 

February 21 &22, 2015 
Saturday and Sunday 
10am-5pm 

NC Nagle GemStones & Beads will be exhibiting at the 55th Annual "Treasures of the 
Earth" Gem Show. Sponsored by the Antioch Lapidary Club. For more info: 
antiochlapidaryclub.com or ncnaglegemsandbeads.com 

Contra Costa  
County Fairgrounds 
Antioch, CA 94509 

Feb 28 –Mar 1, 2015  
Saturday and Sunday 
10 am to 5 pm 

NC Nagle GemStones & Beads will be exhibiting at the 56th Annual Gem, Mineral & 
Jewelry Show. Sponsored by the Vallejo Gem & Mineral Society. More information & a 
money saving coupon:vjgems.org or ncnaglegemsandbeads.com 

Solano County Fairgrounds  
900 Fairgrounds Road 
Vallejo, CA 94589 

March 6-8, 2015 
Fri & Sat 10am-6pm 
Sunday 10am-5pm 

NC Nagle GemStones & Beads will be exhibiting at the Castro Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society Annual Gem Show. For more information:  
mgscv.org or ncnaglegemsandbeads.com 

The Newark Pavillion 
6430 Thornton Ave. 
Newark, CA 94560 

March 21 &22, 2015 
Saturday 10am-6pm 
Sunday 10am-4pm 

The Bead Society’s Annual Bead Bazaar will be happening at the beautiful Cranway 
Pavillion Come to the show for a wonderful bead shopping experience, including many 
amazing exhibitors and studio artists. 

Craneway Pavillion 
1414 Harbour Way South 
Richmond, CA 

April 3-5, 2015 
Friday 12pm-6pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm 
Sunday 11am-5pm 

The Garden of Beadin’ will be at the San Mateo Intergem, Gem & Jewelry Show with 
seedbeads, Czech glass, stringing material and beading supplies. Please note: Their 
booth will not be in the same place. BSNC Members get 10% off with their card. Call 2 
weeks ahead of the show with any special orders.  

San Mateo Event Center 
2495 S Delaware St. 
San Mateo, CA 94403 

 

http://www.worldonastringproject.com/
mailto:dianafriedberg@sbcglobal.net
http://www.antiochlapidaryclub.com/
http://www.ncnaglegemsandbeads.com/
http://vjgems.org/
http://www.ncnaglegemsandbeads.com/
http://www.mgscv.org/
http://www.ncnaglegemsandbeads.com/
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 MY LIFE AS AN ARTIST –  Barbara Becker Simon 

On November 18, 2014, we were treated to a 

wonderfully informative presentation by Barbara Becker 

Simon describing how she spent 45 years getting to a 

place of expertise through trial and error…well, not too 

many errors and loads of success!  

As a child, Barbara drew fish, butterflies, dragonflies, 

bees, lady bugs, beetles ~ all of which were decorated 

with fanciful curly patterns. Propensities at that young 

age usually have an impact on your later life. 

In art college, she wanted to be a painter, but quickly 

discovered this was not going to be her chosen medium.  

However she was an awesome natural at three-

dimensional sculpture! She enrolled in the Metal and 

Jewelry Department in Madison, Wisconsin to build her 

portfolio. She moved to the University of Wisconsin, 

where she received a Master of Fine Arts in Metalwork 

and Jewelry. All of this knowledge and experience gave 

her insight into the designs and decoration of metal 

work. She loved to walk by jewelry stores and get ideas 

to take back to her studio where she created frames 

and boxes to hold old photos and tintypes. One of her 

pieces was even featured on The Today Show with 

Barbara Walters.  

With these many areas of artistry to choose from, she 

forged her own paths to get where she wanted to go.  

She left Wisconsin and moved to teach at Iowa State, 

where she found that she loved creating wedding rings.  

Her slides featured some of her very unusual designs.   

While there, she was discovered by the owner of a 

boutique in Sheboygan. The owner LOVED gemstones 

and would freely give them to Barbara, "Here, make 

something with these."  She also evolved her talents 

into restructuring pieces of old, often broken or out 

dated, jewelry.   

In the mid-1980's, she discovered a new product:  

polymer clay. Instead of the basic, limited silver and 

gold in working with metals, here was COLOR!  By 1985, 

she had moved to Florida.  Again, she began with 

commission work for a shop owner.  It was here that 

she drew on all that she had learned to create her own 

method of designing.   

Back in 1972, she learned how to do glass blowing; but 

she found this was too expensive, even if holding 

classes in her home. Barbara is well known as a 

lampwork artist. 1996 became an important year for 

her, as she created her beautiful glass fish.  She 

continued to explore her glass making with her studio in 

her garage, and soon become obsessed with making 

glass beads.  She again combined her expertise by 

making metal stands for her glass amphorae.   

Along came 1997, and the introduction of precious 

metal clay in Japan. She again allowed her creativity to 

explore outside the box, by combining glass with 

enamel powders to decorate her PMC pieces. She also 

combined glass frit onto her PMC pieces, again an 

offshoot of glass flameworking. This was unheard of 
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before, and has opened the door into an entirely new 

way of decorating PMC.  

In 2001 in Florida, Barbara and her husband built a 

home for her custom designed studio; glass is in one 

corner, PMC in another corner, and Polymer Clay in 

another.  In this wonderful studio, everything has its 

own place and she finds it easy now to put things away 

when they each have a "home".  

 
What has totally amazed her is that designs she evolved 

years ago have resurfaced in modern design around the 

world.  For example, she created a silver ring that had 

the same vaulted design as the famous Sydney Opera 

House in Australia! Amazingly, 8 out of 10 people 

recognize that the building and her ring have that same 

style. You absorb your past as it becomes your future. 

Another style that has followed her through the years is 

her love of columns.  She created a bracelet years ago, 

not realizing that their design style was based on 

Grecian and Roman architecture.    

Her love of glass resurfaced during a recent trip to 

Murano, Italy. She was granted privileged access to a 

museum, specializing in mosaics, that is normally closed 

to the public.  The storage/work area was 12' high with 

hundreds of shades for each category; e.g., over 300 

shades for “flesh” tones alone.  They not only do 

reconstruction work, but also commission work with old 

and new designs.  

In 2004, and again in 2011, Barbara went to Japan to 

teach PMC, which struck her as ironic, as this is where 

PMC was invented. She has now developed a way of 

creating hollow forms with PMC. She uses her expertise 

in metal work to make a mandrel or metal core around 

which she blows a glass bead. Now that PMC comes in 

less expensive base metals, many more people will be 

able to experience the wonders of PMC.  

Barbara’s newest pieces demonstrate the blend of her 

history: PMC + glass + polymer clay beads. Always 

expanding her artistry, Barbara stressed that the 

creation of a matching, equally beautiful, closure can 

mean everything to the design creation of a piece of 

jewelry. To that end, she now teaches classes on their 

importance, and instruction for creating closures to 

enhance your pieces.   

She received the Saul Bell Design Award in 2007 and 

2011 and has been featured in PMC Decade and Lark 

Books, “1000 Glass Beads”, “Showcase 1000 Beads”, as 

well as her own book, “Metal Clay Beads”. Her work is 

also featured in the Kobe Lampwork Glass Museum. She 

teaches around the world in Japan, Australia, Europe, 

and (of course!) here in the United States. 

Learn more at: www.bbsimon.com and 

www.etsy.com/BarbaraBeckerSimon   

 

~Marilyn Peters

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbsimon.com/
http://www.etsy.com/BarbaraBeckerSimon


 
 

6  



 
 

7 

DISCOUNTS FOR BSNC MEMBERS! 

The following stores offer discounts – show your current membership card 

ALAMEDA 
Bead Inspirations  www.BeadInspirations.com 
1544 Park Street  Tel: 510-337-1203 
10% discount except class fees, books, consignment jewelry & 
instructor material kits. 
 
BENICIA 
Beading Around the Bush 
126 East E Street  Tel: 707-747-9094 
15% discount except for classes, books & sale items. 
 
BERKELEY 
Baubles & Beads  www.BaublesandBeads.com 
1676 Shattuck Avenue  Tel: 510-644-2323 
15% discount except for classes, books & sale items. If 
shopping online, use coupon code NCBS15. 
 
CONCORD 
Just Bead It!  www.JustBeadItConcord.com 
2051 Harrison Street, Suite C  Tel:925-682-6943 
 
DANVILLE 
Cottage Jewel  www.CottageJewel.com 
100 Prospect Avenue  Tel: 925-837-2664 
10-15% off everything not marked net. 
 
FAIRFIELD 
KimberlyKate Beads   
720 Texas Street   Tel: 707-426-2003 
10% discount when you show your membership card.  No 
discount on consignment items. 
 
GARBERVILLE 
Garden of Beadin’  www.GardenofBeadin.com 
752 Redwood Drive  Tel: 800-232-3588 
Fax: 707-923-9160  Email: Beads@asis.com 
10% off for all BSNC members, in our store or at any of our 
shows. Does not apply to already discounted merchandise. 
 
OAKLAND 
Blue Door Beads  www.BlueDoorBeads.com 
4167 Piedmont Ave  Tel: 510-652-2583 
10% discount. 
 
BROWNS VALLEY 
Wild Things Beads  www.WildThingsBeads.com 
PO Box 356  Tel: 530-743-1339 
20% discount on Czech pressed beads and fire polish. 
 

SAN JOSE 
Sew Bedazzled 
1068 Lincoln Avenue  Tel: 408-293-2232 
10% discount except on classes. 
 
SANTA CRUZ 
Kiss My Glass 
660A 7

th
 Avenue  Tel: 831-462-3077 

15% Discount 
 
VACAVILLE 
Beads on Main  www.BeadonMain.com 
313 Main St.   Tel:707-446-1014 
10%  discount at our bead store. Does not apply to finished 
jewelry, magazines/books, class fees, already discounted 
merchandise & Swarovski crystal packs.  or if member is 
eligible for our wholesale customer discount. 
 
VALLEJO 
Beads in Pomegranate Seeds 
538 C Florida Street  Tel: 707-557-3337 
10% Discount 
 
INTERNET STORES 
Beadshaper  www. Beadshaper.com 
coupon code is: BSNC58713coupon 
 10% discount on handcrafted items bought directly from 
Beadshaper through the Beadshaper web site and at the 
Beadshaper booth at shows in Northern California. This does 
not apply to Beadshaper items sold at art galleries, boutiques, 
or through  another vender. The discount only applies to 
items created by the Beadshaper. It does not apply to 
Beadshaper classes or items purchased by the Beadshaper for 
resale. It cannot be applied  together with any other discount. 
 
CBA, Inc.  www.ChinaBizAccess.com 
Tel: 916-873-6230  Fax: 916-983-9128 
15% discount except for on already discounted merchandise. 
Enter member code BSNC in comment area when ordering. 
 
Natural Touch  www.NaturalTouchBeads.com 
Tel: 707.781.0808  
NCBS members receive 10% off their Resin Bead Purchases. 
Put note in comments section of checkout or call 
707.781.0808 Discount does not apply to sale items or 
markdowns. 
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Annual Membership Dues, which include digital mailings and meetings are $20 per year. Memberships with snail mail 
and meetings is $30 per year. The year begins on the month you join. Dues are accepted at monthly meetings or can be 
paid online using PayPal or a credit card, or with a Membership Application printed from our website. 
 


