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October 2014 

World on a String: a Companion for Bead Lovers  
Presented by Diana Friedberg 

 

Tuesday, October 21 at 7:30 p.m.  Social half-hour at 7 pm with coffee/tea 
 
Courtyard Marriott, 5555 Shellmound, Emeryville, 94605.  
The parking lot is a gated surface lot around the hotel.  
Bring your parking ticket into the hotel; get it validated 
after the meeting and BSNC will pay the parking fee.  
Members free with membership card, non-members $5     
 
Diana Friedberg, former president of the Bead 
Society of Los Angeles, picked up a camera and 
traveled to over 40 countries to realize her dream 
of telling the amazing story of the bead. She first 
created a video series – “World on a String,”  which 
inspired many museum exhibitions in the US and 
internationally.  One of the jazziest exhibits was at 
the Corning Museum of Glass where extracts from 
the movie were projected as part of the exhibition. 
The series has already garnered worldwide 
recognition and won 30 awards. 
 
Diana, has also published a spectacularly beautiful 
book – “World on a String: a Companion for Bead 
Lovers”.  The book is 450 pages jammed with 
photographs of beads, beaded items and people 
wearing beads.  She’ll share presentations from the 
book with bead society members on Tuesday 
evening. 
 
In her day job, Diana has been involved in the film 
business for over 40 years both as a film editor and 
a producer.  Check out more information about her 
and her bead projects at 
WorldonaStringProject.com/about_diana.php 
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BEADS AND BEADING IN KENYA –  Kate Bloor

On July 15, 2014, we took an unusual trip into Kenya 

Africa.  Usually we receive the presentation from the 

view of beads.  However, this time, Kate took us into a 

cultural view of Kenya through the usage of beads by 

the people of the areas. 

Kate is the owner of Far Corners 

Safaris, a company that 

arranges travels to Africa, Asia, 

and South America. She 

outlined a colorful history of 

beads and their usage in Kenya 

as beads in Kenya are colorful 

and everywhere. 

With the expanding economy in 

the rest of the world, beads, 

beading, and cultural items that 

are beaded has become 

extremely important to the 

economy of Kenya and its 

people.   

The unique development of 

peoples of Kenya brought about 

a unique development of 

jewelry and its uses and 

especially the absorption of 

beads into tribal tradition with 

the extreme addition of COLOR which Kenya is famous 

for. Some cultures in Africa are NOT into beads at all, 

but the people of Kenya make up for this.  The Maasai, 

who are a grazing, transient people from southern 

Kenya and Tanzania are a protected culture were into 

the original usage of beads, seeds, clay, bones, and 

shell…until now.  The beads are used by both men and 

women and the coloration is multiple.  There is now a 

huge tourist trade by the Maasai cottage industries in 

beads, and bead wear that has expanded to sandals, 

baskets, belts, salad tongs, place mats, coasters, watch 

bands and anything that the tourist trade will buy when 

they are in Kenya.  It is a clash of old and new cultures 

and hopefully will be for the betterment of the entire 

people. The new beadwork is done is the traditional 

designs but in modern ways that are more saleable to 

the modern worldly market. .  Regarding the Maasai: 

This has brought improvement to the Maasai as well, as 

the usage of their animals to improve their livelihood 

has always been extremely limited. The addition of 

beads has greatly improved the 

family live as it now mandates 

their children to having schooling 

through the 12th grade ~ unheard 

of in history. In their day to day 

life, color has a great deal of 

significance: RED - bravery and 

blood (they mix blood from their 

animals with milk and drink it for 

health), WHITE - purity and health 

(also the milk they drink), GREEN - 

grass that is so important for their 

animals, ORANGE/YELLOW - the 

color of the gourds they use in 

daily life, and BLACK - which 

stands for their struggle in the 

daily life.   They have few personal 

items even today.  Even though 

their primitive culture is 

protected, they worry about the 

loss of their culture, disease, and 

their children but the draw of the 

tourist dollars promises a better future.  Their children 

are taught in Swahili and English but there are over 40 

languages and many outside clans in the immediate 

area that makes dealing with tourists difficult.   

Kate showed slides of the people wearing beadwork 

they had made; both for their personal use, as well as 

for tourist sale.  There are cultural pieces that show the 

position of a woman as she goes from young child, 

through marriage, and beyond.  They will often cut 

apart one of these pieces if they contain certain beads 

needed to create a new piece.  The men of the tribe are 

called upon to negotiate the price, but it is up to the 

woman to say "yes" or "no" to the final sale.  The 

women of the village do all the beading, sitting under 
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the trees where it is a little cooler in the shade, and the 

men basically consider…"Do you think you can do 

beading without a man's help of negotiation?"  

There is a global awareness of the Maasai beadwork. 

The traditional jewelry designs and any changes made 

are up to the women of the tribe.  The wedding 

necklace is one of the more important pieces of 

beadwork in a woman's life.  The shape, patterns, and 

color position all have special meanings:  the round 

shaped beadwork formed with metal and leather is the 

village with the stick fence for protection from 

predators, the multi-colored triangles are their homes, 

the center hole, for the head, is the corral for their 

animals, and the front square is the start of her new life.  

Hanging down from that square are multiple strands 

that represent the number of animals the young man is 

bringing to her family in exchange for her hand in 

marriage. The Maasai have discovered the value of their 

beaded items to tourists and as a result, the Maasai 

now produce a wide assortment of beaded items for 

sale to tourists, in addition to selling some of their older 

pieces.  These additional funds have improved their 

quality of life in many ways.    

The most well known bead in Kenya is the Kazuri Bead. 

(see image below) Lady Susan Wood began Kazuri 

because she was concerned about disenfranchised 

women, who had escaped abusive husbands and 

needed work to support themselves and children.  With 

clay from Mt. Kenya and two employees, she began 

Kazuri Beads.  Today, over 400 women make these 

handmade beads from start to finish, from preparing 

the clay, to shaping the beads, to painting, firing, 

packaging beads for shipping, and making jewelry for 

sale in Kenya.  Kazuri Beads sells 5 million beads a year 

(NOTE:  Not $5million dollars worth) and ships to 30 

countries.  

In 1980, Nani Croze, a multi-talented designer, started 

Kitengela Glass, makers of fabulous glass items, 

including beads. With no available glass to be 

found, Nani decided to use "waste glass", bottles, jars, 

broken windows, etc. that could be found everywhere.  

 Using a fuel-operated kiln, operated and manned by 

three women, the recycled glass is heated to a molten 

stage where it is blown and spun to create a variety of 

beautifully shaped and colored beads.  The beads are 

used to make jewelry, glass-bead curtains, key chains, 

and much more.  What began as a poverty-abatement 

effort for people in need, has trained numerous local 

people and provided them with useful skills and 

employment. The glass beads are made of recycled 

glass bottles round around Nairobi and Kenya.  The 

glass beads are part of a new poverty alleviation project 

but the downside is that there is no consideration for 

the resulting pollution issues.   

Another new product is the use of colorful paper to 

make hand rolled paper beads.  These lovely beads also 

benefit more than just those who make the beads and 

create the jewelry made from them.  Many of the 

organizations provide aid from the sales of their beads 

to those who are in great need.  Many of the bead 

makers and beaders were once unable to support 

themselves and their families but now they can and do 

make a difference.  What's more, the materials, used to 

make these beads, come from old newspapers, 
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magazines, and paper fliers that would otherwise 

become litter in the streets or trash in the landfills. The 

many bead-producing organizations and those which 

use beads in their final products are making a huge 

difference in the quality of life for many, mostly 

women.  New skills and talents are found, creativity for 

new ideas is encouraged and positive self-esteem 

grows. What could be better. 

It occurred to Kate that beads and beading in Kenya are 

very important to the economy of the country and to 

the livelihood and well-being of its people.  Beads and 

beading provide employment, which helps raise self-

esteem, and allows people to feel as though they can 

make a difference.  All of which is absolutely 

wonderful.  I don't foresee any slowdown in the "bead 

and beading industry" in Kenya.  

If you are interested in going on a tour into Africa, Asia, 

or South America, contact Kate at: 

info@fcsafaris.com and check her out at fcsafaris.com 

 

~Marilyn Peters

 

 

 

INSPIRATION: COMMODITY, DRIVING FORCE & HARSH MISTRESS - Barb Switzer

On September 16, Barb Switzer gave us an awesome 

presentation of her creative process into wire and seed 

bead artistry. She enlightened us with a slide show of 

her work as she talked us through her ability to create 

and teach. Look around you all the time.  Keep a 

notebook and make sketches, take pictures with your 

cell phone - forward them to your computer and print 

them off to keep in a journal. If you are traveling, use 

the hotel pad, use a napkin when at a restaurant, make 

sketches while you are sitting in the doctor's office, 

doodle ~ hey, Vera made her fortune by doodling on a 

giant pad on her office desk. You never know where 

inspirations can come from…. 

Materials: Look around you all the time.  Barb and a 

friend went to Agate Beach and ended up with pockets 

full of wonderful river rocks, just the perfect size to 

make a cabochon bracelet encased in seed beads 

instead of her normal wireworking. The rocks were free 

~ you never know where you are going to find materials 

to create something wonderful to use. It takes 

developing a creative process and using whatever you 

find….rocks, wood, shells, paper, etc.  She used to work 

just with wire but she has moved on to play with 

whatever objects she can find, play with and she makes 

them work.   

Tools: Barb began her wire artistry in 1995. Of first 

importance was and is purchasing the best tools to 

work with. They make the job easier on your hands and 

will last you for many years.  An article entitled "What Is 

This Tool" in Wirework Magazine inspired her to create 

a whole new life. She shared slides of her creations that 

have evolved through the years. She showed the tools 

she uses to make the pieces for which she is famous, 

such as using a ring clamp and mandrel to create the 

"Three Times Toggle". But it is important to be patient… 

as sometimes it takes years of playing with ideas before 

you’re inspired with something new and exciting.  

mailto:info@fcsafaris.com
http://www.fcsafaris.com/
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Nature:  Her "Nautilus Pendant" 

came from a union of wire, beads, 

and pearls. She moved from the 

Seattle area to the Humbolt area of 

Northern California.  Her original 

working theme was all about “urban 

engineering” and now, due to her 

move, it is “influenced by nature”.  

Examining the items she displayed 

on the table and the slides of her 

work proved this influence has been 

beneficial to her and to her 

students. Her #1 class is the “Shell 

Paisley”.  The start of every spring 

brings walks into the woods and 

finding trillium which start out white 

and evolves to hot pink. The three-

leaved "Trillium Pendant" is the 

result. The discovery of a bush 

covered by butterflies resulted in 

her "Articulated Butterfly". She 

actually measured the proportions 

of these butterflies; and after two 

and a half years of perfecting her approach and 

techniques, the result is an awesomely famous class!  

Science:  She used the extended thought process of 

Archimedes on "how to calculate pi", which resulted in 

her "Greek Math" beads ~ a polygon with multiple sides 

that gives the illusion, by using straight lines, to create a 

circle.  

What the…?:  Sometimes inspiration strikes from 

unexpected and unusual places, from Nova to the 

“oldies”. Pay attention to the jewelry actresses wear in 

movies and on television.  Barb's favorite movie is The 

Devil Wears Prada, and an earring worn by a superstar 

evolved into a sideways sketch and then into an upside 

down "Lightbulb Earring". Suggestions from long-time 

friends resulted in the "Pop-Top Bracelet".  Remember 

making chains of pop tops from soda cans?  This also 

evolved into her "Dog Bone Chain", which was created 

for "dudes".  Another friend loves paisley, and asked 

Barb to create something with a paisley design.  This 

inspired her "Mayan Spiral".   

See?  Evolution happens 

every day, and not just 

in nature! 

Barb receives inspiration 

from playing with and 

creating chains, and not 

just with wire!  She used 

seed beads and Right 

Angle Weave to trap 

those river rocks into 

cabochons, which linked 

together into a 

charming bracelet.  

"Pandora's Box" is a 

combination of seed 

beads and wire and that 

morphed into her "Eye 

of the Muse".  

Success is dependent 

upon inspiration: selling, 

teaching, publishing, 

and/or marketing your 

creation. Sometimes a piece takes hours and days; 

sometimes its vision is instantaneous.  OK...sort of  

instantaneous! Over the last nineteen years, Barb has 

branched out in several directions, sometimes 

influenced by her schedule, and sometimes by 

motivation.  At times, inspiration may come from 

something as mundane as cleaning up your bead room 

or simply organizing your table.  

With the explosion of so many new bead shapes comes 

inspiration just by their shapes and in forcing or 

allowing a beader to go in a brand new direction.  Draw 

sketches using these new beads in unusual places.  

Don't allow yourself to be cubby-holed by older, 

comfortable concepts. Let your brain cells breathe fresh 

air into inspiration and new design ideas.  

When questioned about her involvement in the 

Internet, Barb commented that she doesn't like looking 

at sites like Pinterest.  Those images can stick in the 

back little corners of your mind and may come out in a 

new piece that actually is not yours but a confluence of 
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your brain and someone else's…stepping too close to 

the influence of others is not good! Look for inspiration 

in places under your control.   

Put down your cell phone; get off the internet.  The 

brain doesn't like to be bored, so give it a rest from the 

over-stimulation of modern day. Sit on a bench in the 

park...take a really long shower...go for a drive.  Give 

your brain cells a break and free them up to play -- to 

develop creatively on their own. Don't pay attention to 

how you 'think' you are going to go through a process.  

Just start playing with your beads and wire, and 

whatever else you’re inspired to incorporate into your 

design.  

From Barb's Etsy store ( etsy.com/shop/barbswitzer ): 

"Welcome to Barb's jewelry store. Although selling my 

finished jewelry has never been what I do, folks who 

buy it are always pleased to make a home for it. My 

pieces are one-of-a-kind, intended as art jewelry but 

always functional, comfortable and beautiful. An 

obsession with engineering and precision is the 

hallmark of my wirework." 

~Marilyn Peters

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/barbswitzer
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COMMUNITY BOARD 
 

 

Textile Bazaar, Treasures from Around the World & 
Around the Corner 

Sunday, October 19th, 10am – 4pm 

Moriarty Hall, St. Anne of the Sunset Church 1330 Funston (at Judah), San Francisco. 
 

 
Do your holiday shopping early with over 35 
vendors. The admission and parking is free. 
Note that St Anne’s church is located at 850 
Judan but parking is available in the school 
yard at the back of the church, between 
Funston and Irving Streets. By Muni, take 
the N Judah to Funston; buses #6 
Parnassaus, #43 and #44 all stop at 9th and 
Judah. Bring your check books or cash; some 
vendors will accept credit cards. 

 
There will be antique, ethnic, vintage and contemporary items, including 
textiles, clothing, rugs and pillows, tableware, jewelry and book. See you 

there! 
 

This event is sponsored by the Textile Arts Council of the  
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. 
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Calendar of Events 

October 18, 2014 
Saturday 9am-1pm 

Leslie Lawton Jewelry Design  studio sale.  Beads, pearls, antique components, jewelry, 
etc., at or below cost. For information and directions, call 415/456-0930 or email 
ll@leslielawton.com.  First 10 people in the door receive an additional 10% off.   
 

251 Clorinda Avenue 
 San Rafael, CA  94901 

October 19,
 
2014 

Sunday 10am-4pm 
Textile Bazaar, Treasures from Around the World & Around the Corner. Do your 
holiday shopping early with over 35 vendors. The admission and parking is free. More 
info can be found on the previous page under the Community Calendar. 

Moriarty Hall 
St. Anne of the Sunset Church  
1330 Funston (at Judah) 
San Francisco, CA 

October 25 & 26, 2014 
Saturday and Sunday 
10am-5pm 

NC Nagle GemStones & Beads will be exhibiting at the 6th Annual Peninsula Gem & 
Geology Society Gem Show. For more info: pggs.org or ncnaglegemsandbeads.com 
 

Civic Center  
One North San Antonio Rd. 
Los Altos, CA 94022-3000 

Nov. 15-16, 2014 
Saturday 10am-6pm 
Sunday 10am-5pm 

The Bay Area Bead Extravaganza! will be having exciting classes November 14-16, with 
shopping November 15-16. Checkout and register for classes at BeadExtravaganza.com 
and come to the show for a wonderful bead shopping experience, including many 
amazing exhibitors and studio artists. 

Marriott City Center 
10

th
 & Broadway 

Oakland, CA 94607 

Nov. 22 & 23, 2014 
Saturday and Sunday 
10 am to 5 pm 

NC Nagle GemStones & Beads will be exhibiting at the 3rd Annual Winter Rockin' 
Show/ Santa Cruz Winter Mineral, Fossil, Gem & Jewelry sale. For more information: 
scmgs.org or ncnaglegemsandbeads.com 

Live Oak Grange Hall 
1700 17th Ave.,  
Santa Cruz 95062 

Nov.28-30, 2014 
Friday 12pm-6pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm 
Sunday 11am-5pm 

The Garden of Beadin’ will be at the San Mateo Intergem, Gem & Jewelry Show with 
seedbeads, Czech glass, stringing material and beading supplies. Please note: Their 
booth will not be in the same place. BSNC Members get 10% off with their card. Call 2 
weeks ahead of the show with any special orders.  

San Mateo Event Center 
2495 S Delaware St. 
San Mateo, CA 94403 

January 17 & 18, 2015 
Saturday 10am-5pm 
Sunday 10am-4pm 

NC Nagle GemStones & Beads will be exhibiting at the 59th Tule Gemboree 2015 
sponsored by the Tule Gem & Mineral Society. For more information:  
tulegem.org or ncnaglegemsandbeads.com 
 

Exeter Memorial Building 
324 North Kaweah 
Exeter, CA 93221 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Big Changes for the Spring Bazaar 

 

Starting in 2015 the BSNC Spring Bazaar  
will be a 2-day show.  

 

March 21-22, 2015 
 

And it is moving to the Craneway Pavillion,   
in Richmond at the Marina Waterfront.  

 
 

 

 

mailto:ll@leslielawton.com
http://pggs.org/
http://www.ncnaglegemsandbeads.com/
http://www.beadextravaganza.com/
scmgs.org
http://www.ncnaglegemsandbeads.com/
tulegem.org
http://www.ncnaglegemsandbeads.com/
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BRAGGS & BOUQUETS 
 

 

Kathy Hidalgo just received second place (emerging artist 
category ) in the Beadwork Bead Star competition for her 

green dragon necklace . It is shown in the October/November 
issue of Beadwork .  

 
 

 
Bay area glass bead maker Janice Peacock has recently written and published  

High Strung, A Glass Bead Mystery.  
Many BSNC members may remember Janice as a presenter at  BSNC meetings over the last few 
years. High Strung is the first in a new series, and is available for purchase at Amazon in Kindle 
and paperback editions.  This humorous murder mystery has received many 5-star ratings and 

positive reviews.  
 

More information about the book, and the entire Glass Bead Mystery Series can be found at: 
GlassBeadMystery.com 

 
A synopsis of High Strung, a Glass Bead Mystery: 
When Jax’s Great-Aunt Rita dies and leaves her an old 
Craftsman-style house in Seattle, it has this provision: 
You must to live here, and find your creative passion. 
Jax, along with her cat Gumdrop, leaves her unfulfilling 
life in Miami and discovers that the house, with its huge 
sunny studio, quirky neighbor Val, and a newly realized 
love of glass beadmaking are just what she needed. 
Aztec Beads, in one of Seattle’s funkiest neighborhoods, 
is hosting a weekend of workshops, demonstrations, 
and exhibits. The opportunities for Jax to exhibit her 
work in a gallery, expand her jewelry-making 
knowledge, and be interviewed by a handsome reporter 
are just too great to miss. The weekend’s plans get 
tangled when a young woman is found dead near the 
bead shop. Everyone participating in the workshops is a 
suspect, including Jax’s best friend Tessa. Jax must 
string together the clues to clear Tessa’s name, and do 
it before the killer strikes again. 

 
 
 
. 
 

 

http://www.amazon.com/High-Strung-Glass-Bead-Mystery/dp/0990570509/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1411599901&sr=8-1&keywords=high+strung
http://www.glassbeadmystery.com/
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DISCOUNTS FOR BSNC MEMBERS! 

The following stores offer discounts – show your current membership card 

ALAMEDA 
Bead Inspirations  www.BeadInspirations.com 
1544 Park Street  Tel: 510-337-1203 
10% discount except class fees, books, consignment jewelry & 
instructor material kits. 
 
BENICIA 
Beading Around the Bush 
126 East E Street  Tel: 707-747-9094 
15% discount except for classes, books & sale items. 
 
BERKELEY 
Baubles & Beads  www.BaublesandBeads.com 
1676 Shattuck Avenue  Tel: 510-644-2323 
15% discount except for classes, books & sale items. If 
shopping online, use coupon code NCBS15. 
 
CONCORD 
Just Bead It!  www.JustBeadItConcord.com 
2051 Harrison Street, Suite C  Tel:925-682-6943 
 
DANVILLE 
Cottage Jewel  www.CottageJewel.com 
100 Prospect Avenue  Tel: 925-837-2664 
10-15% off everything not marked net. 
 
FAIRFIELD 
KimberlyKate Beads   
720 Texas Street   Tel: 707-426-2003 
10% discount when you show your membership card.  No 
discount on consignment items. 
 
GARBERVILLE 
Garden of Beadin’  www.GardenofBeadin.com 
752 Redwood Drive  Tel: 800-232-3588 
Fax: 707-923-9160  Email: Beads@asis.com 
10% off for all BSNC members, in our store or at any of our 
shows. Does not apply to already discounted merchandise. 
 
OAKLAND 
Blue Door Beads  www.BlueDoorBeads.com 
4167 Piedmont Ave  Tel: 510-652-2583 
10% discount. 
 
BROWNS VALLEY 
Wild Things Beads  www.WildThingsBeads.com 
PO Box 356  Tel: 530-743-1339 
20% discount on Czech pressed beads and fire polish. 
 

SAN JOSE 
Sew Bedazzled 
1068 Lincoln Avenue  Tel: 408-293-2232 
10% discount except on classes. 
 
SANTA CRUZ 
Kiss My Glass 
660A 7

th
 Avenue  Tel: 831-462-3077 

15% Discount 
 
VACAVILLE 
Beads on Main  www.BeadonMain.com 
313 Main St.   Tel:707-446-1014 
10%  discount at our bead store. Does not apply to finished 
jewelry, magazines/books, class fees, already discounted 
merchandise & Swarovski crystal packs.  or if member is 
eligible for our wholesale customer discount. 
 
VALLEJO 
Beads in Pomegranate Seeds 
538 C Florida Street  Tel: 707-557-3337 
10% Discount 
 
INTERNET STORES 
Beadshaper  www. Beadshaper.com 
coupon code is: BSNC58713coupon 
 10% discount on handcrafted items bought directly from 
Beadshaper through the Beadshaper web site and at the 
Beadshaper booth at shows in Northern California. This does 
not apply to Beadshaper items sold at art galleries, boutiques, 
or through  another vender. The discount only applies to 
items created by the Beadshaper. It does not apply to 
Beadshaper classes or items purchased by the Beadshaper for 
resale. It cannot be applied  together with any other discount. 
 
CBA, Inc.  www.ChinaBizAccess.com 
Tel: 916-873-6230  Fax: 916-983-9128 
15% discount except for on already discounted merchandise. 
Enter member code BSNC in comment area when ordering. 
 
Natural Touch  www.NaturalTouchBeads.com 
Tel: 707.781.0808  
NCBS members receive 10% off their Resin Bead Purchases. 
Put note in comments section of checkout or call 
707.781.0808 Discount does not apply to sale items or 
markdowns. 
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Annual Membership Dues, which include digital mailings and meetings are $20 per year. Memberships with snail mail 
and meetings is $30 per year. The year begins on the month you join. Dues are accepted at monthly meetings or can be 
paid online using PayPal or a credit card, or with a Membership Application printed from our website. 
 


