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THE MANDARIN COURT NECKLACE - Frederick Bourguet Chavez
At present time, this category is receiving the attention
it has long deserved, both here in the United States and
especially in Asia, as many Chinese are endeavoring to
bring this category of their history back home again.
The precious components that have been broken away
from the original necklace are in high demand.
Fred started with a brief history of the dynasties and the
influence in present day China. His trips to The
Forbidden City found an empty compound; empty of all
cultural treasures and leaving only the austere beauty
of the walls and roofs. Thousands of treasures from the
Mandarin Court made their way to The National Palace
Museum in Taiwan.

One of the most important and iconic necklace designs
from the world of beads is the Mandarin Court
Necklace, or "Chao Zhu"—as said in the Mandarin
Chinese language.. As an insignia of rank during the
Qing dynasty, this necklace provided the Chinese Royal
family and high ranking officials an opportunity to show
their status and taste.

The power point presentation showed the evolution of
The Mandarin Court Necklace from the Buddhist mala
as well as the many materials in use. The materials in
the classic design of the necklace helped to indicate the
rank of the individual.

Fred's presentation of The Mandarin
Court Necklace, Chao Zhu Revisited, and
the display of actual examples, presented
the meaning and beauty in the variety of
materials and symbolic designs used for
the individual beads. As Fred gave his
presentation, we were privy to pieces on
the table that would be carefully handed
around later with a detailed description of
what we were seeing.

Ranking was basically based upon the color
of beads used. Red and related shades of
coral, and pink were reserved for the highest
ranking; then shades of blue; then crystal
and whites for the third rank. Any other color
could be used for fourth rank and below –
except for the restricted ones. Ladies would
wear three necklaces, usually one of pearls
for the Empress and two of coral. Gentlemen
wore one necklace. Pearls were reserved for
the Emperor and Empress at all times.
Examples of these royal costumes have been
on display in the Oakland Museum.

Fred’s many trips to Asia over the last 25
years have provided him the opportunity
to collect many categories of Asian beads.
The category we viewed on July 12, 2012, was unlike
anything most of the members present had ever seen
before.

Continued on page 2
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Most examples found today are put together with old
and new beads. —Mandarin Court necklaces
reconfigured in China today are distorted reproductions
and retain little or no significance regarding status. Fred
pointed out many details where you can verify whether
the necklace and parts are old or new. Many Chinese
beads have been taken from Mandarin Court necklaces
and are unwittingly being resold as Japanese ojime.

The Mandarin Necklace is comprised of 108 beads; 4
sections of 27 beads each. There is no set explanation
for the number "108", as Chinese cultural beliefs are
plural and often blended. The four large beads are
called Buddha’s head beads. Some necklaces feature
combinations of lapis, coral, semi precious stones and
their simulations in glass. For purely decorative
reasons, there are strands of ten beads hanging off the
sides, two on one side and one on the other. These
strands are normally called “counting beads.” But since
there are no “prayers” associated with the necklace, the
name really doesn’t hold value It has been noted that
men wear two strands over the heart and women wear
them on the other side. Worn at the back of the neck,
the bead next to the three holed center bead is called a
baluster bead; there is also a tabular bead, or "cloud
bead", as a counter weight that hangs down the back.
Adapted as contemporary fashion, often the necklace is
worn with these beads at the front which is incorrect
according to Qing protocol.

Reemerging in the 1920’s, Chinoiserie was high fashion
in the United States -as well as other westernized
countries. This can be found in the jewelry, beautifully
embroidered clothing, as well as other artifacts from
these periods. Many fashionistas and socialites have
been photographed wearing adapted historical
costumes. And occasionally, The Mandarin Necklace has
been used once again to indicate the status and taste of
the wearer...but in a very different way.

One predominant design found in the individual beads
is a “Shou” symbol which can be translated as “Die
young at a very old age.” Or “Live a long life and die a
natural death.” —again, translations change. Other
popular and stylized patterns found in the individual
beads are the eternal knot and the dragon.

THE BEGINNING, THE INSTRUCTION, THE PROCESS, AND THE RESULTS - Thom Atkins
On September 19, 2012, we walked into a
marvelous presentation by bead
embroidery/quilter Thom Atkins. Nothing
had readied us for what we were to see
if the B.S.N.C. membership had but
known, the room would have been filled
to standing room only. Many of his bead
embroidered quilts hung around the
front of the room, the tables held his
beaded amulet bags, and beaded jewelry.
By the end of the night’s presentation, all
the copies of his newly published book,
“Beading Artistry for Quilts” were gone.

He has been working off and on with
beads for over thirty years, starting
with jewelry and bead embroidery
(under the expert tutelage of his sister,
bead artist, Robin Atkins). After a
major traffic accident in 2002 where
his hands were damaged, Thom
decided since he couldn’t push clay
around any more, he needed a new
job and started to work with bead
embroidery to embellished quilts.
Continued on page 3
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design. He also explained the frustration of not being
able to find that especially integral part and how he
works at recreating it with beads. He often uses a great
computer program, Photoshop©, playing with an idea
or picture to reformat it into what he wants to show ~
then printing it onto special fabric. He voiced frustration
at dying his own fabrics as you cannot see the desired
end result while the fabric is still wet. Often friends
bring him fabrics and beads that they just know he
would love ~ the problem with gifts of beads then is to
work them into a piece, with often limited numbers,
dye lots, and availability.

He stressed how he sees
beads as an integral part
of his quilts, with the
beads and fabric
balancing one another
within the design,
colorations and overall
theme. The quilts we saw
that night are the result
of his explorations to find
that balance. Thom
continues his
experiments with various
new techniques such as
dyeing, painting, printing
and reverse appliqué –
especially when he is
unable to find exactly
what he wants to work
into a design idea.

Many of the pieces shown that night were the result of
entering a contest or show that has a certain theme.
Sometimes there was a limitation of the overall size, or
that featured fabrics had to be used in the creation of
the quilt. His three dimensional frog, named “Jason”
was created for and accepted for inclusion in Lark
Publishing’s “500 Beaded Objects”.
He has an extensive background in working with
landscape design, painting, stained glass, welding,
forging, silver smithing and bronze casting. If you want
to see the result of this part of his life, check out his
“Warrior Suite” and the “Men’s Movement” on his
website.

The presentation kept the
room in total silence –
other than the gasps of
amazement. He went from quilt to quilt; explaining
how the discovery of a specially colored or printed
fabric became the basis for a new quilt. One fabric
reminded him of the skin of an iguana, another of the
pebbles in a dry wash of the desert. Some of the quilts
are comprised of using the cutaway parts from reverse
appliqué to enhance yet another quilt. He often gets an
idea and then does research on “Google” for images
specific to an idea.

His book goes into
extensive detail of how to
do what Thom does. Bead
embroidery is not as simple
as just sewing beads onto
fabric and each chapter
explains how to recreate
your ideas using fabric and
beads. The Gallery shows
many of the beaded quilts
that were featured in the
presentation as well as on
his web site. Thom's work
may be seen in many
shows across the nation.
He also shows his work by
private appointment. You may call him at 831-427-0957

The most amazing part was how he analyzed many of
his quilts, showing the steps of creation from initial
sketch through to completion – a few of which were on
display that night. He has a large 4’ x 8’ design board in
his studio on which the pieces of fabric are placed as
he creates the face. He works from the center out,
both in designing of the face and in the bead
embellishment of the finished quilt.
Often, he paints, uses waterproof colored pens, or
otherwise gets creative to alter or enhance the fabric
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Calendar of Events
October 12-14, 2012
Friday 12pm-6pm
Saturday 10 am - 6 pm
Sunday 11 am - 5 pm
October 13 -14, 2012
Saturday & Sunday
11 am – 5 pm
October 20 - 21, 2012
Saturday & Sunday 10
am - 5 pm
October 20 - 21, 2012
Saturday & Sunday 10
am - 5 pm
November 2-4, 2012

November 3-4, 2012
Saturday 10 am – 6 pm
Sunday 10 am – 5 pm
November 10-11, 2012
Saturday & Sunday
10 am - 5 pm
November 23-25, 2012
Friday 12 pm – 6 pm
Saturday 10 am – 6 pm
Sunday 11 am – 5 pm

The Garden of Beadin’ will be at the International Gem & Jewelry Bead Show. They will
have Czech & Japanese seed beads, Findings, Beading Supplies & much more. Bead
society member get 10% off.

San Mateo Event Center
2495 S Delaware St.
San Mateo, CA 94403

Phylis Johnson-Silk will be having Open Studio. For a preview of what's in store, please
visit www.shimmys.net. Light refreshments will be available to assist you in shopping!

139 Downey Street
San Francisco, CA

N.C. NAGLE Gemstones & Beads will be exhibiting at the El Dorado County Gem &
Mineral Society, 27th Annual Rock & Gem Show. For more info visit
www.eldoradomineralandgem.org

El Dorado County Fairgrounds
100 Placerville Road
Placerville, CA 95667

N.C. NAGLE Gemstones & Beads will be exhibiting at the 5th Annual Peninsula Gem &
Geology Society Gem Show. For more info visit pggs.org

Civic Center
One San Antonio Rd.
Los Altos, CA 94022
Oakland Marriott City Center
th
10 & Broadway
Oakland, CA 94607
Oakland Marriott City Center
th
10 & Broadway
Oakland, CA 94607
Live Oak Grange Hall
1700 17th Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA
San Mateo Event Center
2495 S Delaware St.
San Mateo, CA 94403

Over 50 bead weaving, wire, metalwork, enameling and other classes being held at Bay
Area Bead Extravaganza! at the Oakland Marriott City Center Hotel. Check out the
listing at www.BeadExtravaganza.com to choose your class.
Over 140 bead artists and exhibitors at Bay Area Bead Extravaganza! Pick out the first
vendor you will buy from by browsing the Exhibitor listing at
www.BeadExtravaganza.com
N.C. NAGLE Gemstones & Beads will be exhibiting at the Winter Rockin’ Show
Santa Cruz Winter Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry Sale. For more info visit scmgs.org.
The Garden of Beadin’ will be at the International Gem & Jewelry Show. They will have
Czech & Japanese seed beads, Findings, Beading Supplies & much more. Bead society
member get 10% off.

COMMUNITY BOARD

A treasure trove of unusual fabrics,
jewelry and ethnic clothing
The Textile Arts Council of the Fine Arts Museums, San Francisco, is presenting Textile Bazaar:
Treasures from Around the World on Sunday, October 21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at St. Anne
of the Sunset Church, 1300 Funston (at Judah), San Francisco. 34 vendors will offer an extensive
selection of extraordinary textiles and jewelry from across the globe: hand-crafted fabrics,
ethnic clothing and accessories, jewelry, home decor, textile books and much more. This is our
fourth annual bazaar and each year it gets bigger and better. Add to your collection, find
something unique to wear and start your holiday shopping. Reasonable prices and free
parking (in lot adjacent to the Church). There will also be weaving and spinning
demonstrations throughout the day.
More information at www.textileartscouncil.org.
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New BSNC Member is Making Bead and Jewelry Construction More Accessible in Oakland!
New bead society member and new mom Sara Mancini has
started a new bead store!
Blue Door is on 4167 Piedmont Avenue in Oakland, CA. Sara has
oriented it towards the do-it-yourself movement that has
become a worldwide phenomenon with everything from clothing,
to jams & jellies, to greeting cards and leather journals. Creating
handmade jewelry has been a logical next step for many people
looking to save money without having to eliminate quality from
their lives.
A beader since childhood, Sara had wanted to open her own bead store since 2004
when she worked at a bead shop in New Zealand, where customers were always
highly encouraged to stay at the shop & make jewelry. On June 2, 2012, she made
her dream a reality! Sara is proud to now be a full-fledged business owner as well as
the new mom of a 13 month old girl.
Sara has created an environment where new beaders and beading regulars alike
can enjoy a relaxing, no-pressure environment. There is also affordable, readymade jewelry for those who prefer to buy finished jewelry or need that "right now"
gift. The shop offers jewelry-making classes, private parties, community bead
nights, and repair services. Blue Door Beads also participates in the Piedmont Art
Walk on the third Thursday of each month which features a local artist and
musicians. In the back of the shop, known as the "Art Hub", four artist-in-residence
work on their unique textiles and jewelry which is for sell during the Art Walk each
month.
If you'd like more information about events, products
or services, please call 510-652-2583(BLUE) or email
at info@bluedoorbeads.com. Follow them at
www.facebook.com/bluedoorbeads and receive
project tips through their blog at
bluedoorbeads.wordpress.com.
Free parking spaces are available while you shop.

Blue Door Beads
4167 Piedmont Ave, Oakland 94611
510-652-2583
www.BlueDoorBeads.com
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DISCOUNTS FOR BSNC MEMBERS!
The following stores offer discounts – show your current membership card
ALAMEDA
Bead Inspirations www.BeadInspirations.com
1544 Park Street Tel: 510-337-1203
10% discount except class fees, books, consignment jewelry &
instructor material kits.

OAKLAND
Blue Door Beads www.BlueDoorBeads.com
4167 Piedmont Ave Tel: 510-652-2583
10% discount.
PENN VALLEY
Wild Things Beads www.WildThings.com
PO Box 1990 Tel: 530-743-1339
20% discount on Czech pressed beads and fire polish.

ANTIOCH
Gee Jay’s Beads & Rocks
nd
416 W 2 Street Tel: 925-757-4752
10% discount.

SAN JOSE
Sew Bedazzled
1068 Lincoln Avenue Tel: 408-293-2232
10% discount except on classes.

BENICIA
Beading Around the Bush
126 East E Street Tel: 707-747-9094
15% discount except for classes, books & sale items.

SAN RAFAEL
Baubles & Beads www.BaublesAndBeads.com
1104 4 th Street Tel: 415-457-8891
15% discount except on classes, books & sale items.

BERKELEY
Baubles & Beads www.BaublesandBeads.com
1676 Shattuck Avenue Tel: 510-644-2323
15% discount except for classes, books & sale items. If shopping
online, use coupon code NCBS15.

SANTA CRUZ
Kiss My Glass
th
660A 7 Avenue Tel: 831-462-3077
15% Discount

CONCORD
Just Bead It! www.JustBeadItConcord.com
2051 Harrison Street, Suite C Tel:925-682-6943

VALLEJO
Beads in Pomegranate Seeds
538 C Florida Street Tel: 707-557-3337
10% Discount

DANVILLE
Best Bead Shop www.BestBeadShop.com
294 A Railroad Avenue Tel:925-314-0337

INTERNET STORES
CBA, Inc. www.ChinaBizAccess.com
Tel: 916-873-6230 Fax: 916-983-9128
15% discount except for on already discounted merchandise. Enter
member code BSNC in comment area when ordering.

Cottage Jewel www.CottageJewel.com
100 Prospect Avenue Tel: 925-837-2664
10-15% off everything not market net.
GARBERVILLE
Garden of Beadin’ www.GardenofBeadin.com
752 Redwood Drive Tel: 800-232-3588
Fax: 707-923-9160 Email: Beads@asis.com
10% off for all BSNC members, in our store or at any of our shows.
Does not apply to already discounted merchandise.

Natural Touch www.NaturalTouchBeads.com
Tel: 707.781.0808
NCBS members receive 10% off their Resin Bead Purchases. Put note
in comments section of checkout or call 707.781.0808 Discount does
not apply to sale items or markdowns

Mark the Date!!
The BSNC 2013 Spring Bead Bazaar
will be

Saturday, May 18, 2013
at the Oakland Marriott City Center
Hotel/Convention Center.
Contracts will go out in mid-November, 2012
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Annual Membership Dues, which include digital mailings and meetings are $20 per year. Memberships with snail mail
and meetings is $25 per year. The year begins on the month you join. Dues are accepted at monthly meetings or can be
paid online using PayPal or a credit card, or with a Membership Application printed from our website.
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